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Correspondence from Germany

Spremberg, August 19 - On
August 7, there was a terrible railroad
accident here on the Berlin-Gorlitzer
Railroad between Spremberg and Schleife,
actually between booth 107 and 108 where
two passenger trains collided. Both
locomotives as well as a number of cars,
were demolished. An undetermined
number of sightseers from Spremberg and
from neighboring towns had rushed in, so
that the crowd was so large that, for a time,
the rescue workers were hindered. After
the Turner Fire Department had worked till
4:00 o’clock the first night, the rescue
work was taken over by a strong number
of the Cottbus and Gorlitz town workers.
With their great efforts they were able to
get the damaged cars back on the track and
move them to Spremberg. The damaged
cars were disconnected to free them from
the body of the train as quickly as possible.
In the afternoon, the bodies of the
locomotive engineer Seidel and fireman
Walter were recovered from under the
machines. During the rescue work it was
determined that both locomotives had
applied their brakes, but were unable to
stop the trains. They were coming toward
each other for 150 miles, before they
noticed any danger.

Following is the list of the dead:
Widow Helge Gabriel, born Wagner, 53
years, old from Schénlinde near Rumberg,
[Instigirt] Hugo Rolan from Gorlitz,
Rechtsarwelt from Nolar 53 years old,
[Synastaft] Curt Rolan from Gorlitz, 10
years old, fireman Walter from Cottbus, 30
years old, locomotive engineer Seidel from
Cottbus, 35 years old, Dr Retzke practical
doctor from Landeshut, 40 years old, the
5-year old son of Dr. Retzke from
Landeshut, senior magistrate Oscar Griinig
from Gorlitz, 50 years old, Miss
Margerette Grinig from Gorlitz,
Lieutenant Colonel Cretius from
Charlottenburg; shepherd helper Reinhold
Noack from Strobitz; Duke of Plauen, 18
years, from Jackendorf, Rothenberg
District, son of Prince Heinrich Reuss I,
machine engineer Krag from Cottbus.
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Lieutenant Colonel Cretius, had taken part
in the battle with the Polish for Posin, then
in the campaigns in 1864, 1866 and 1870-
71 for which he received the iron cross. He
retired in 1891 and settled in Berlin. As the
cousin of the well-known history painter,
Prof. C. who had a number of paintings in
the Dresden Art Gallery. He also took care
of the rich collection of material, and had
close connections with the Berlin literary
and art circles. - Duke Heinrich Prias from
Plauen was a son of Prince Heinrich XXVI
(Reuss I1), and of the Duchess Victoria
from Flrstenstein. He was born in April
1888 at Gorlitz. The unfortunate parents
lost their oldest child in February, the
Duke Heinrich Ruzzo, who likewise died
at the age of 17 at the school at Rotzleben.
The father of the unfortunate Prince
Heinrich XXVI (Reuss) earlier had
belonged to the Royal Marines and was the
Corps Captain of his younger brother,
Prince Heinrich XXX. He was a Major and
Battalion Commander in the Grenadier
Regiment 86 stationed in Flemsberg, and
he was the son-in-law of the Arch Prince
of Meiningen. So he was closely
connected with the Royal family.

The Berlin Tageblatt wrote about
the railroad catastrophe at Spremberg that,
according to the reports up to now, caused
14 deaths and a great number of injuries,
brings up the question how such an
accident could happen when the security
measures of the state railroads are so
firmly established so that a collision
between two trains coming toward each
other should be just about impossible. It is
then also a psychological puzzle how the
appointed station official in Spremberg let
the Berlin train leave though he must have
known that the second part of the Gorlitzer
train was underway. Then also according
to a report we received from a
representative of the Railroad
Commission, stated that the blame was
firmly established to be solely that of the
station official in Spremberg. Just how that
on the stretch of track from Cottbus to
Gorlitz there was only one track to use,
this fact will also be carefully considered.
Only by permission of the other station
could a train be permitted to leave.
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The responsible station supervisor was
aware of the announcement by the
neighboring station and had certified it.
According to this clear and simple
determination, the station official in
Spremberg had given the Berlin train the
signal to depart. In the present situation,
one can also not accept the claim that the
accident was due to overwork of the
official, since the station official had been
working for only 2 hours. Later, the
following telephone report came in. A
fellow worker of the Berliner Zeitung had
a chance meeting with the returning
Commissioner Schneider who claimed that
the railroad catastrophe was not caused by
the single track, but that the station official
was to blame. The investigation will have
to determine whether the oversight of one
official alone is to blame or whether there
was someone else along with him. But
against such a one charges have not been
made.

Translated by Ed Bernthal



